
Third Grade Summer Reading 
Suggestions  

Amber Brown is Not a Crayon by Paula Danziger (fiction) Amber Brown and 
Justin Daniels are best friends. They sit next to each other in school, help each other with fractions 
and spelling, and always stick up for one another. But when Justin finds out that he is moving away, 
everything begins to change.  

Civil War on Sunday by Mary Pope Osborne (historical fiction) Jack and 
Annie are transported back in time to a field near the fighting of the Civil War. Soon they are 
enlisted as volunteer nurses assisting Clara Barton as she drives her horse-drawn ambulance 
right into the battlefields to help save wounded soldiers.  

More Than Anything Else by Marie Bradby (historical account) Booker’s family 
is no longer slaves, but they must work from sunup to sundown in the salt mines. There is one 
thing Booker T. Washington wants more than anything else – to learn to read. There is no time and 
there are no books. Will he realize his dream?  

Sidney & Norman a tale of two pigs by Phil Vischer (fiction) Life has always 
been easy for Norman. He was, after all, a good pig...not like his neighbor, Sidney. Rules and 
systems and schedules – they all seemed a bit slippery to Sidney. Norman couldn’t help but look 
down on Sidney, and Sidney couldn’t help but look down on himself – until, that is, the day they 
each received an invitation from God. He had something to tell them.  

The Marvelous Thing That Came from a Spring by Gilbert Ford 
(nonfiction) One day a spring fell from the desk of Richard James, an engineer and a dreamer. 
With magnificent dioramic illustrations, Gilbert Ford captures the joy, creativity, and determination 
behind the invention of an iconic, one-of-a-kind toy.  

Small Gifts in God’s Hands by Max Lucado (historical fiction) Join young Elijah 
for an unforgettable moment on a Galilean hillside, where he comes face to face with Jesus. Elijah 
has seen the wonderful gifts others have given Jesus, and he would do just about anything to give 
the Teacher a gift as well.  

Imogene’s Last Stand by Candace Fleming (fiction) Imogene Tripp has a passion 
for history. So when the mayor wants to tear down the Liddleville Historical Society to make way 
for a shoelace factory, it’s up to Imogene to fight for the town’s past. Will history be demolished? Or 
will Imogene make history?  



Money Madness by David Adler (nonfiction) What's all this madness about money? 
Long ago, people traded rocks or sheep for the items they wanted, but rocks were heavy and sheep 
ran away. This beginning guide to economics will have readers thinking about the purpose, and not 
just the value, of money.  

Counting on Katherine: How Katherine Johnson Saved Apollo 13 by 
Helaine Becker (nonfiction) You've likely heard of the historic Apollo 13 moon landing. 
But do you know about the mathematical genius who made sure that Apollo 13 returned safely 
home? As a child, Katherine Johnson loved to count. She counted the steps on the road, the 
number of dishes and spoons she washed in the kitchen sink, everything! Boundless, curious, and 
excited by calculations, young Katherine longed to know as much as she could about math, about 
the universe. From Katherine's early beginnings as a gifted student to her heroic accomplishments 
as a prominent mathematician at NASA, Counting on Katherine is the story of a groundbreaking  
American woman who not only calculated the course of moon landings but, in turn, saved lives 
and made enormous contributions to history.  


