
Sixth Grade Summer Reading 
Suggestions  

Percy Jackson and the Olympians: The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan 
(377 pgs.)  

Twelve-year-old Percy Jackson is about to be kicked out of boarding school...again. No matter 
how hard he tries, he can't seem to stay out of trouble. But can he really be expected to stand by and 
watch while a bully picks on his scrawny best friend? Or not defend himself against his pre-algebra 
teacher when she turns into a monster and tries to kill him? Of course, no one believes Percy about the 
monster incident; he's not even sure he believes himself. Until the Minotaur chases him to summer 
camp.  

Suddenly, mythical creatures seem to be walking straight out of the pages of Percy's Greek 
mythology textbook and into his life. The gods of Mount Olympus, he's coming to realize, are very 
much alive in the 21st-century. And worse, he's angered a few of them: Zeus's master lightning bolt has 
been stolen, and Percy is the prime suspect.  

Now Percy has just ten days to find and return Zeus's stolen property, and bring peace to a 
warring Mount Olympus. On a daring road trip from their summer camp in New York to the gates of the 
Underworld in Los Angeles, Percy and his friends, one a satyr and the other the demigod daughter of 
Athena, will face a host of enemies determined to stop them. To succeed in his quest, Percy will have 
to do more than catch the true thief: he must come to terms with the father who abandoned him; solve 
the riddle of the Oracle, which warns him of failure and betrayal by a friend; and unravel a treachery 
more powerful than the gods themselves.  

A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle (240 pgs)  
It was a dark and stormy night; Meg Murry, her small brother Charles Wallace, and her mother 

had come down to the kitchen for a midnight snack when they were upset by the arrival of a most 
disturbing stranger.  

"Wild nights are my glory," the unearthly stranger told them. "I just got caught in a downdraft and 
blown off course. Let me sit down for a moment, and then I'll be on my way. Speaking of ways, by the 
way, there is such a thing as a tesseract."  

A tesseract (in case the reader doesn't know) is a wrinkle in time. To tell more would rob the 
reader of the enjoyment of Miss L'Engle's unusual book. A Wrinkle in Time, winner of the Newbery 
Medal in 1963, is the story of the adventures in space and time of Meg, Charles Wallace, and Calvin 
O'Keefe (athlete, student, and one of the most popular boys in high school). They are in search of 
Meg's father, a scientist who disappeared while engaged in secret work for the government on the 
tesseract problem.  

The Hatchet by Gary Paulsen (195 pgs) This award-winning contemporary classic is the 
survival story with which all others are compared—and a page-turning, heart-stopping adventure, 
recipient of the Newbery Honor.  



Thirteen-year-old Brian Robeson is on his way to visit his father when the single-engine plane in 
which he is flying crashes. Suddenly, Brian finds himself alone in the Canadian wilderness with nothing 
but a tattered Windbreaker and the hatchet his mother gave him as a present—and the dreadful secret 
that has been tearing him apart since his parent’s divorce. But now Brian has no time for anger, 
self-pity, or despair—it will take all his know-how and determination, and more courage than he knew 
he possessed, to survive.  

Holes by Louis Sachar (256 pgs.) Winner of the Newbery Medal and the National Book Award! 
This is a #1 New York Times bestselling, modern classic in which boys are forced to dig holes day in 
and day out.  

Stanley Yelnats is under a curse. A curse that began with his 
no-good-dirty-rotten-pig-stealing-great-great- grandfather and has since followed generations of Yelnatses. 
Now Stanley has been unjustly sent to a boys’ detention center, Camp Green Lake, where the boys build 
character by spending all day, every day digging holes exactly five feet wide and five feet deep. There is no 
lake at Camp Green Lake. But there are an awful lot of holes.  

It doesn’t take long for Stanley to realize there’s more than character improvement going on at Camp 
Green Lake. The boys are digging holes because the warden is looking for something. But what could be 
buried  
under a dried-up lake? Stanley tries to dig up the truth in this inventive and darkly humorous tale of crime and 
punishment—and redemption.  

Esparanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan (253 pgs.)  
Esperanza thought she'd always live with her family on their ranch in Mexico--she'd always have 

fancy dresses, a beautiful home, and servants. But a sudden tragedy forces Esperanza and Mama to 
flee to California during the Great Depression, and to settle in a camp for Mexican farm workers. 
Esperanza isn't ready for the hard labor, financial struggles, or lack of acceptance she now faces. 
When their new life is threatened, Esperanza must find a way to rise above her difficult 
circumstances--Mama's life, and her own, depend on it.  

Winner of the Pura Belpre 
Award  

The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis (176 pgs.) The first book in Deborah Ellis’s 
riveting Breadwinner series is an award-winning novel about loyalty, survival, families, and 
friendship under extraordinary circumstances during the Taliban’s rule in Afghanistan.  

Eleven-year-old Parvana lives with her family in one room of a bombed-out apartment building in 
Kabul, Afghanistan’s capital city. Parvana’s father — a history teacher until his school was bombed and 
his health destroyed — works from a blanket on the ground in the marketplace, reading letters for 
people who cannot read or write. One day, he is arrested for the crime of having a foreign education, 
and the family is left without someone who can earn money or even shop for food. As conditions for the 
family grow desperate, only one solution emerges. Forbidden to earn money as a girl, Parvana must 
transform herself into a boy, and become the breadwinner.  

All royalties from the sale of this book go to Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan. 
Parvana’s Fund supports education projects for Afghan women and children.  



Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls (245 pgs.)  
Where the Red Fern Grows is a beloved classic that captures the powerful bond between man and 

man’s best friend.  
Billy has long dreamt of owning not one, but two, dogs. So when he’s finally able to save up enough 

money for two pups to call his own—Old Dan and Little Ann—he’s ecstatic. It doesn’t matter that times are 
tough; together they’ll roam the hills of the Ozarks.  

Soon Billy and his hounds become the finest hunting team in the valley. Stories of their great 
achievements spread throughout the region, and the combination of Old Dan’s brawn, Little Ann’s brains, and 
Billy’s sheer will seem unbeatable. But tragedy awaits these determined hunters—now friends—and Billy 
learns that hope can grow out of despair, and that the seeds of the future can come from the scars of the 
past.  

A Boy at War by Harry Mazer (112 pgs.)  
December 7, 1941: A morning like any other, but the events of this day would leave no one untouched. For 
Adam, living near Honolulu, this Sunday morning is one he has been looking forward to -- fishing with 
friends, away from the ever-watchful eyes of his father, a navy lieutenant. Then, right before his eyes, Adam 
watches Japanese planes fly overhead and attack the U.S. Navy. All he can think is that it's just like in the 
movies. But as he sees his father's ship, the Arizona, sink beneath the water, he realizes this isn't make- 
believe. It's real. Over the next few days, Adam searches for answers -- about his friends, the war, and 
especially, his father. But Adam soon learns sometimes there are no answers.  

The Prydain Chronicles:The Book of Three by Lloyd Alexander (188 pgs.) 
Taran is bored with his Assistant Pig-Keeper duties, even though his charge is none other than Hen Wen, 
Prydain’s only oracular pig. He’d rather be doing something more heroic, like making swords and learning to 
use them. When Hen Wen escapes and Taran goes after her, he finds himself farther from home than he’s 
ever been. Soon he begins to realize that heroism is no easy task. With the dreaded Horned King on the 
loose and King Arawn gathering the forces of evil, Taran must look past his own dreams to warn the 
population of Prydain-- before it’s too late.  


