
Fourth Grade Summer Reading Suggestions 2020 
 

 

I Survived the Sinking of the Titanic by Lauren Tarshis (historical fiction) 
Ten-year-old George Calder can't believe his luck -- he and his little sister, Phoebe, are on the famous 
Titanic, crossing the ocean with their Aunt Daisy. The ship is full of exciting places to explore, but when 
George ventures into the first class storage cabin, a terrible boom shakes the entire boat. Suddenly, water is 
everywhere, and George's life changes forever. If you enjoy this one, there are many more exciting books in 
the I Survived… series! 
 
Sarah Plain and Tall by Patricia MacLachlan (historical fiction) 
Set in the late nineteenth century and told from young Anna's point of view, Sarah, Plain and Tall tells the 
story of how Sarah Elisabeth Wheaton comes from Maine to the prairie to answer Papa's advertisement for 
a wife and mother. Before Sarah arrives, Anna and her younger brother Caleb wait and wonder. Will Sarah 
be nice? Will she sing? Will she stay? This is the first in a five book series. 
 
Smile by Raina Telgemeier (graphic novel/autobiography)  
Raina just wants to be a normal sixth grader. But one night after Girl Scouts she trips and falls, severely 
injuring her two front teeth. What follows is a long and frustrating journey with on-again, off-again braces, 
surgery, embarrassing headgear, and even a retainer with fake teeth attached. And on top of all that, there's 
still more to deal with: a major earthquake, boy confusion, and friends who turn out to be not so friendly. 
 
Stuart Little by E.B. White (fiction) 
Stuart Little is no ordinary mouse. Born to a family of humans, he lives in New York City with his parents, his 
older brother George, and Snowbell the cat. Though he's shy and thoughtful, he's also a true lover of 
adventure. Stuart's greatest adventure comes when his best friend, a beautiful little bird named Margalo, 
disappears from her nest. Determined to track her down, Stuart ventures away from home for the very first 
time in his life. He finds adventure aplenty. But will he find his friend? 

Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume (fiction) 
Two is a crowd when Peter and his little brother, Fudge, are in the same room.   Grown-ups think Fudge is 
absolutely adorable, but Peter and his pet turtle, Dribble, know the truth.  From throwing temper tantrums to 
smearing mashed potatoes on the wall, Fudge causes mischief wherever he goes! This book is the first in a 
five book series. 
 
The Chocolate Touch by Patrick Skene Catling (fiction) 
If he could, John Midas would eat nothing but chocolate all the time, and he'd never share it with anyone. 
Then one day, John finds a strange coin on the sidewalk and uses it to buy a box of chocolate at a 
mysterious new candy store. Suddenly, everything John's lips touch turns to chocolate! Chocolate 
toothpaste and chocolate water fountains are great, but things get complicated when John can't play the 
trumpet or bob for apples...and he learns to be careful what you wish for! 
 
The Great Pet Escape by Victoria Jamieson (graphic novel) 
The class pets at Daisy P. Flugelhorn Elementary School want OUT . . . and GW (short for George 
Washington), the deceptively cute hamster in the second-grade classroom, is just the guy to lead the way. 
But when he finally escapes and goes to find his former partners in crime, Barry and Biter, he finds that they 
actually LIKE being class pets. Impossible!  Just as GW gets Barry and Biter to agree to leave with him, a 
mouse named Harriet and her many mouse minions get in their way. What follows is class-pet chaos 
guaranteed to make readers giggle . . . and maybe look at their class pets a little differently in the future. 
This book also has a sequel.  

 
 
 



The Hundred Dresses by Eleanor Estes (realistic fiction) 
 Wanda Petronski, is a Polish girl in a Connecticut school who is ridiculed by her classmates for wearing the 
same faded blue dress every day. Wanda claims she has one hundred dresses at home, but everyone 
knows she doesn’t and bullies her mercilessly. The class feels terrible when Wanda is pulled out of the 
school, but by that time it’s too late for apologies. Maddie, one of Wanda’s classmates, ultimately decides 
that she is "never going to stand by and say nothing again." 
 
The Whipping Boy by Sid Fleischman (fiction) 
Jemmy, once a poor boy living on the streets, now lives in a castle. As the whipping boy, he bears the 
punishment when Prince Brat misbehaves, for it is forbidden to spank, thrash, or whack the heir to the 
throne. The two boys have nothing in common and even less reason to like one another. But when they find 
themselves taken hostage after running away, they are left with no choice but to trust each other. 
 
Who Was Davy Crockett by Gail Herman (non-fiction/biography) 
Davy Crockett, the King of the Wild Frontier, is a man of legend. He is said to have killed his first bear when 
he was three years old. His smile alone killed another, and he skinned a bear by forcing him to run between 
two trees. Fact or fiction? Find out the real story of this folk hero, who did love to hunt bears, served as a 
congressman for Tennessee, and fought and died at the Alamo. If you love learning about history, the Who 
Was... series is for you. There are more than 150 biographies in this series! 
 
 
 
 


