
Dear AP Language and Composition Students, 
 
Congratulations on signing up for this class.  I am so excited to have you in my classroom. This 

summer the selections chosen are to introduce you to the rhetoric and strategies of this class. 

AP English Language and Composition, a college-level class exploring the uses and power of 

language, challenges students to develop habits of analytical reading, critical thinking, and 

persuasive writing.  It is actually two courses for the price of one, in that the journey we take 

toward becoming “effective citizen rhetoricians,” as the College Board intends, travels along 

the road of American literature.  Everything we study in some way touches on the two Essential 

Questions “How and why do writers do what they do to say what they say?" and "What is 

“American?"  Your summer assignments will introduce you to the fundamental reading and 

writing processes we will continue to develop throughout the course, as preparation both for 

the AP English Language and Composition Exam next May, as well as for rich and rewarding 

lives using and enjoying the power of language.  The following tasks are due the first Thursday 

of the fall semester. 

  You will read three books this summer.  

I. Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis  

II. They Say / I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing 3rd Edition by Graff, 
Gerald, and Cathy Birkenstein ISBN 978-0-39-93584-4 

III. The Crucible by Arthur Miller 
  You need to buy each book and bring them to school on the first day.  You  should be able to find a  

used  copy  of each at Half Price Books or online at Amazon.    

If you have access to a computer, your assignments for They Say / I Say  must be typed using Times New 

Roman, 12 point type, double spaced.  The standards in Advanced Placement are very high, and I  expect 

you to produce excellent work.   

If you have any questions over the assignments, please feel free to email me.  My email is 

rhogan@graceprep.org. 

Have a wonderful summer and I look forward to having you in class. 

Blessings, 

Mrs. Hogan 
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Here are the assignments:    

I. Mere Christianity by  C.S. Lewis.  Read and follow the  annotation guide attached to this 

handout.   Be sure to annotate as you read.   You will be  given writing assignments over the 

book the first weeks of school.  

II. They Say/I Say:  The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing  by Gerald Graff and Cathy 

Birkenstein Read They Say I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing (third edition).  

As you read,  annotate  and write two summarizing comments at the end of each section. 

III. The Crucible by Arthur Miller  

DUE:  Second Monday  of School, at the beginning of class.  NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED.    

I.    THEY SAY, I SAY assignment:   

1. Read the  Introduction: Entering the Conversation  

2.  Read Part 1. 

• “They Say”  

• “Her Point Is”   

• “As He Himself Puts It”   

3. Part 2. “I Say” 

• “Yes/No/Okay, But”   

•  “And Yet”  

•  “Skeptics May Object”  

• “So What? Who Cares”  

 

(Please be sure to purchase the third edition of They Say I Say)    

In addition on your own paper, you need to complete the following exercises from the book.   Please, if 

possible, type your answers. 

Pg. 14- Exercise 1 
Pg. 28- Exercise 1 
Pg. 75- Exercise 1- Type your response in paragraph form. 
Pg. 90- Exercise 1 
Pg. 119- Exercise 1- Annotate in the book or make a copy of the text and annotate the copy. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

II.  Annotation Guidelines for Summer Reading Mere Christianity  

AP Language and Composition 

Annotation means notes that are added to a text to comment on the text or explain it.  Another way it 

is explained is by saying the reader “interacts” with the text.  Certain ideas are marked or highlighted 

for two reasons: 

1. These annotations will help the reader understand the text better because the reader is 

using more than one of the different ways of thinking to find the meaning.  

2. These annotations will help the reader find passages they need to use again for writing 

papers or essays. Annotation can be overdone or not used enough. 

  The task is to find just the right amount of marking and note-taking to accomplish the above two 

goals.  Here are your guidelines to annotating your text this summer. 

a. First, either on a note card or inside the front cover of your book, make a key of the marks 

you will use for annotation. 

b. For example, highlight any words you do not know with yellow.  You do not have to look 

up the definitions for this summer reading unless you cannot understand the chapter without 

it. 

c. Label with M.I. and underline the main idea of the arguments presented in each chapter.   

You do not have to mark each one but each chapter should have at least three M.I. 

 d.   Write margin notes / questions as you read. 

e.  Use a hashtag (#)  to mark at least two significant quotes in each chapter that you feel 

captures best the message of the chapter. 

f.  At the end or at the beginning of each chapter, write a short  summary sentence or two of 

the main idea of the chapter.   These chapters are complex, but your summaries should be 

short and concise.  If you can summarize in a phrase or two, you are welcome to do so.       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Grading Rubric 

A-B 
 
The reader actively and consistently 

responds to the text at multiple levels of 

comprehension, interpretation, and 
extension. The reader uses a variety of 

annotation tools including underlining, 

highlighting, marginal notes, symbols, 
and color-coding. The reader marks the 

text for: central ideas, problems, and 

claims; literal and inferential evidence 
or reasoning that reveals the author’s 

purpose or supports the author’s 

message, claims, or recommendations 
The reader writes 

notes in the margins that summarize, 

define, clarify, connect, or predict. 
Marginal notes may include questions 

or comments about the text. The reader 

demonstrates the ability to read and 
reread nonfiction and informational text 

actively, closely, and with growing 

independence. 
 

 

 

Example of nonfiction 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

B-C 
 
The reader responds to the 

text 

frequently and on multiple 
levels, though 

with less consistency, 

variety, 
independence, and/or 

depth of focus. The reader 

uses a variety of annotation 
tools; the reader marks the 

text for both literal and 

inferential evidence; the 
reader writes notes in the 

margins. These annotations 

demonstrate the reader’s 
attempt at close 

reading activities but do 

not fully 
demonstrate independent, 

focused, 

analytical rereading 

 

C-D 
 
The reader responds to the 

text but 

with inconsistent frequency, 
variety, 

and/or depth. Annotations 

show 
limited evidence of 

comprehension, 

Annotations show limited 
engagement 

in active reading and little 

or no 
independent rereading. 

The reader responds to the 

text 
infrequently and 

superficially, 

demonstrating little or no 
comprehension of the text 

and 

little or no engagement in 
active reading. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

   

 

       



The Crucible  Assignment: 

 

Background: 
The Crucible is a 1952 play by the American playwright Arthur Miller. It is a dramatization of the Salem 
witch trials that took place in the Province of Massachusetts Bay during 1692 and 1693. In the small 
village of Salem, a collection of girls fell ill, falling victim to hallucinations and seizures. In extremely 
religious Puritan New England, frightening or surprising occurrences were often attributed to the devil 
or his cohorts. The unfathomable sickness spurred fears of witchcraft, and it was not long before the 
girls, and then many other residents of Salem, began to accuse other villagers of consorting with devils 
and casting spells. Old grudges and jealousies spilled out into the open, fueling the atmosphere of 
hysteria. The Massachusetts government and judicial system, heavily influenced by religion, rolled into 
action. Within a few weeks, dozens of people were in jail on charges of witchcraft. By the time the fever 
had run its course, in late August 1692, nineteen people  (and two dogs) had been convicted and hanged 
for witchcraft. More than two centuries later drawing on research conducted as an undergraduate in 
college, Miller composed one of his most famous works, The Crucible. The play is intended to serve as 
an allegory of McCarthyism, a time when the US government blacklisted accused communists. Led by 
Senator McCarthy, special congressional committees conducted highly controversial investigation 
intended to root out Communist sympathizers in the United States. As with the alleged witches of 
Salem, suspected Communists were encouraged to confess and to identify other “Red sympathizers” as 
means of escaping punishment. The policy resulted in a whirlwind of accusations and what Miller 
perceived to be a modern day “witch hunt,” so to speak. 
 

ASSIGNMENT:   
• Keep a Personal Response journal, which will be turned in with your book on the first 
day of school. This should be a Composition Journal (a small, 7X9” book easily found at 
Walmart, Target, grocery stores, etc.) This is not spiral bound or a 3-ring binder—you 
will turn in this Composition Book on the first day of school as well. You will be using it 
throughout the year. 

 
Instructions for your Personal Response Journal entries for The Crucible. 

1. You must complete EIGHT journal entries (that’s 8 quotes (two from each ACT), each with a 
response that responds to that quote.) These must be hand written in your journal. Your 
personal responses can be any of these three types: Asking Questions, Personal Reaction to the 
Text or Observation of the author’s structure and connections. You must include the page # and 
quote the text to which you are responding. 

2.  The following are two example entries for the novella Animal Farm. Each quote from the 
novella gives the page number and is followed by the personal response: 
 

• Quote: “Old Major . . . was so highly regarded on the farm that everyone was quite ready to lose 
an hour’s sleep in order to hear what he had to say” (25), 

• Response: I wonder if Old Major is the allegorical fictional counterpart to the historical figure 
Vladimir Lenin, a respected leader of the Russian Revolution? The Russian peasants and 
students willingly listened to what Lenin had to say in sharing his vision of a future without the 
Czar just as the other animals listen to OM speak of his vision of a farm without the abusive and 
neglectful Mr. Jones, the owner of Manor Farm. 

 



• Quote: “Old Major cleared his throat and began to sing. As he had said, his voice was hoarse, 
but he sang well enough, and it was stirring tune, something between ‘Clementine’ and ‘La 
Cucaracha’” (32). 

• Response: I think the song “Beasts of England” alludes to the national anthems that many 
countries have. These anthems are meant to symbolize one’s love of and loyalty to one’s 
country. They also help to bring people together who are joined in a cause such as the animals 
who are now united in their desire to overthrow the humans. However, an anthem is usually 
rather serious (as towards “The Star Spangled Banner,” for example) “Beasts of England” takes 
on a humorous tone since its melody is self-described as halfway between a song about a 
lovelorn miner and asong about a cockroach. 


