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The Summer of the Swans by Betsy Byars 
All summer Sara Godfrey has fretted over herself, her impossible body, her terrible new haircut. One 
moment she's elated, the next, she's in tears. And she can't figure out why. Maybe her wildly 
changing moods are tied to the sudden and unaccountable appearance of the swans, which hold the 
rapt attention of Charlie, Sara's mentally retarded brother, who she loves far more than herself these 
days. In fact, it will be the sudden disappearance of Charlie that will compel Sara to abandon her 
own small, annoying miseries ("I have cried over myself a hundred times this summer"), and lose 
herself in searching for him. In her anguish, Sara turns to Joe Melby, whom she has long despised, 
and together they search through the dense woods and rough fields to find him. Together they hear 
Charlie's sharp repeated cry, which leads them to him. The longest day of the summer is finally over, 
and Sara knows that she will never be the same again. 
 

The Liberation of Gabriel King by K. L. Going 
Gabriel King was a born chicken. He's afraid of spiders, corpses, loose cows, and just about 
everything related to the fifth grade. Gabe's best friend, Frita Wilson, thinks Gabe needs some 
liberating from his fears. Frita knows something about being brave: She's the only black kid in school 
in a town with an active Ku Klux Klan. Together Gabe and Frita are going to spend the summer of 
1976 facing down the fears on Gabe's list. But it turns out that Frita has her own list, and while she's 
helping Gabe confront his fears, she's avoiding the thing that scares her the most. 

 

Number the Stars by Lois Lowry 
As German troops begin their campaign to "relocate" all the Jews of Denmark, 10-year-old 
Annemarie Johansen's family takes in Annemarie's best friend, Ellen Rosen, and conceals her by 
pretending she's part of the family. Then, through Annemarie's eyes, readers watch as the Danish 
Resistance smuggles almost the entire Jewish population of Denmark — nearly 7,000 people — 
across the sea to Sweden. 
 

The Indian in the Cupboard by Lynne Reid Banks 
When Omri's big brother has no birthday present for him, he gives Omri an old wooden medicine 
cabinet he's found. The cabinet doesn't seem like much of a present to nine-year-old Omri, until he 
deposits inside it another present he receives for his birthday: a miniature plastic Indian. His mother 
comes up with a key for the cabinet, and the real magic begins. 
 

The Cay by Theodore Taylor 
This is a powerful story of love, prejudice, and survival. Set during World War II, two survivors — a 
white boy and an old West Indian man — from a torpedoed American freighter have much to learn 
from each other when the Germans invade the small island of Curacao.  
 

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever by Barbara Robinson 
Called one of America's favorite Christmas stories, The Best Christmas Pageant Ever has been a 
favorite of young readers the world over for many years. Funny, memorable, and outrageous, it is 
the story of a family of incorrigible children who discover the Christmas story for the first time and 
help everyone else rediscover its true meaning. 
 

Homer Price by Robert McCloskey 
Homer Price of Centerburg never has a dull day! Whether he's befriending a skunk that will later help 
him apprehend a gang of thieves, or trying to gain control of an automatic doughnut maker with a 
mind of its own, Homer seems to find adventure everywhere he goes. 
 

The BFG by Roald Dahl 
The BFG — Big Friendly Giant — is no ordinary bone-crushing giant: he is far too nice. How he and 
his tiny friend, Sophie, conspire to put an end to the loathsome activities of the other Giants is 



marvelously told by a writer and an artist who "are uncanny in their understanding of what children 
like to read and see" (The New York Times Book Review). 
 

From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler by E. L. 

Konigsburg  
Bored with her life, twelve-year-old Claudia Kincaid is ready for a big change. In fact, she wants to 
run away from home. But she doesn't like discomfort. She doesn't even like picnics. So an old-
fashioned, knapsack kind of running away is out of the question. Instead of running from 
somewhere, she decides to run to somewhere — some place comfortable, and preferably beautiful. 
Where else, but the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City? Fare on the train from the 
suburbs takes three weeks of skipping hot fudge sundaes. Taking Jamie, the second youngest of 
her three brothers — the quiet one with the largest cache of money — with her, Claudia's life is 
immediately changed in a big way. Nights she and Jamie take baths in one of the museum's 
fountains and they sleep in royal beds in the museum's collection, despite the "Please do not step on 
the platform" sign. Every day they check out by 4:30 and reenter the museum around the back at 
5:30. To remain inconspicuous, Claudia and Jamie join school-group tours by day, and when the 
museum closes, stand on the toilets in the bathroom stalls out of view from the guards checking for 
strays. But she and Jamie's vacation from their "real" life turns into an adventure when Angel, a 
sculpture rumored to have been carved by Michelangelo, arrives. Will they solve a mystery that even 
the experts can't solve? 
 

The Door in the Wall by Marguerite de Angeli  
The bells clang above plague-ridden London as Robin lies helpless, cold, and hungry. The great 
house is empty, his father is fighting the Scots in the north, his mother is traveling with the Queen, 
and the servants have fled. He calls for help but only the stones hear his cries. Suddenly someone 
else is in the house, coming towards Robin. It is Brother Luke, a wandering friar, who takes Robin to 
St. Mark's Monastery, where he will be cared for until his father sends for him. 
 
Robin is to meet his father at Castle Lindsay. The journey is dangerous, and the castle is located 
near the hostile Welsh border. Perched high in the hills, the castle appears invincible. But it is not. 
Under the cover of a thick fog the Welsh attack the castle. And Robin is the only one who can save 
it...  

 

My Teacher Is an Alien by Bruce Coville 
Susan Simmons can tell that her new substitute teacher, Mr. Smith, is really weird. She doesn't know 
how weird until she catches him peeling off his face— and realizes Mr. Smith is really an alien! Now 
it is up to Susan and her friends to get rid of the extraterrestrial visitor. 
Most of these books are available in an audiobook format.  I encourage you to try listening and 
reading at the same time.   
 


