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If the Walls Could Talk by Jane O’Connor 

In case you've ever wondered, the walls at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue have eyes and ears -- and, 

what's more, they don't miss a thing. Now, listen up because the walls have a thing or two to tell 

you! During President John Tyler's presidency, the White House was such a mess that it was called 

the "Public Shabby House."  President William Howard Taft was so large that he had to have a 

jumbo-size bathtub installed -- one big enough for four people. President Andrew Jackson's "open 

door" policy at the White House resulted in 20,000 people showing up for his inauguration party. 

(The new president escaped to the quiet of a nearby hotel!) Hear these funny, surprising stories and 

more about the most famous home in America and the extraordinary families who have lived in it. 

Our Texas by Jackie Mims Hopkins 

From King Ranch to the Alamo on through the capital city of Austin, explore historical sites, learn 

about the people who helped Texas develop, and discover the natural beauty of this dynamic state. 

This book takes readers on a tour of the cities and wilderness of this larger-than-life state. 

John Philip Duck by Patricia Polacco 

Edward loves his pet duck more than anything. He raised it from a baby, and now it follows him 
everywhere, even to the big fancy hotel in Memphis where he works with his father. Everyone at the 
Peabody loves to watch that little duck do tricks; why, it can even waddle up and down in time to a 
John Philip Sousa march, which is why Edward decides to name it John Philip.  But one day the 
hotel owner finds John Philip in his lobby fountain and he is NOT amused. Until Edward has an idea. 
What if he can train a bevy of ducks to march along behind him, swim in the fountain all day, and 
then march out every evening? If Edward can do that, the owner tells him, he and John Philip will 
have a permanent place at the Peabody. But can it really be done? 
 

The Great Pet Escape by Victoria Jamieson 

The class pets at Daisy P. Flugelhorn Elementary School want OUT . . . and GW (short for George 

Washington), the deceptively cute hamster in the second-grade classroom, is just the guy to lead the 

way. But when he finally escapes and goes to find his former partners in crime, Barry and Biter, he 

finds that they actually LIKE being class pets. 

Follow the Moon Home by Philippe Cousteau 

Acclaimed activist Philippe Cousteau and renowned author Deborah Hopkinson team up to offer a 

story of the powerful difference young people can make in the world. Meet Viv, who has a new home 

and a new school by the sea, and follow her as she finds her way in a new place and helps bring 

together a whole community to save the sea turtles of the South Carolina coast. 

Whoosh by Chris Barton 

A love for rockets, robots, inventions, and a mind for creativity began early in Lonnie Johnson’s life. 

Growing up in a house full of brothers and sisters, persistence and a passion for problem solving 

became the cornerstone for a career as an engineer and his work with NASA. But it is his invention 

of the Super Soaker water gun that has made his most memorable splash with kids and adults. 

Frindle by Andrew Clements 



Is Nick Allen a troublemaker? He really just likes to liven things up at school -- and he's always had 

plenty of great ideas. When Nick learns some interesting information about how words are created, 

suddenly he's got the inspiration for his best plan ever...the frindle. Who says a pen has to be called 

a pen? Why not call it a frindle? Things begin innocently enough as Nick gets his friends to use the 

new word. Then other people in town start saying frindle. Soon the school is in an uproar, and Nick 

has become a local hero. His teacher wants Nick to put an end to all this nonsense, but the funny 

thing is frindle doesn't belong to Nick anymore. The new word is spreading across the country, and 

there's nothing Nick can do to stop it. 

Smile by Raina Telgemeier 

Raina just wants to be a normal sixth grader. But one night after Girl Scouts she trips and falls, 

severely injuring her two front teeth. What follows is a long and frustrating journey with on-again, off-

again braces, surgery, embarrassing headgear, and even a retainer with fake teeth attached. And on 

top of all that, there's still more to deal with: a major earthquake, boy confusion, and friends who turn 

out to be not so friendly. 

Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume 

Two is a crowd when Peter and his little brother, Fudge, are in the same room. Grown-ups think 

Fudge is absolutely adorable, but Peter and his pet turtle, Dribble, know the truth. From throwing 

temper tantrums to smearing mashed potatoes on the wall, Fudge causes mischief wherever he 

goes! 


